"Paul Klee and the hypothesis of morphic resonance". Adjustment to illness and life history of patients with progressive systemic scleroderma.
Within the context of a Psychoanalytic Psychosomatic Medicine the biography of Paul Klee is analysed, who suffered during his last years from progressive systemic scleroderma. Amongst the pervading and characteristic motives of his life and his work, the motives of the dragon-like demon and that of the Dead are introduced. Both are shown to relate to his illness as well as to a highly significant narcissistic idealized picture of his grandmother on the mother's side. Finally, a general biological hypothesis--Sheldrake's hypothesis of morphogenetic fields and morphic resonance--is laid out for the domain of Psychosomatic Medicine. According to this hypothesis, primary process characteristics such as condensation and displacement are also seen to be valid in the somatic domain without being restricted only to conversion events.